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Most people have two sets of teeth during their lifetime: the primary or “baby” teeth and the permanent or “adult” teeth. 

The twenty primary teeth that appear during the first three years of life are present at birth in the baby’s jawbones. Baby teeth are 
important in normal development for chewing, speaking and appearance. The baby teeth also hold the space in the jaws for the 
permanent (adult) teeth. Primary teeth may be temporary but they need good care for many years.

From around age six to age twelve, children will lose their baby teeth and the adult teeth will appear. The first adult teeth to come 
in are the first permanent molars. They are especially important because they help determine the shape of the lower face, and they 
affect the position and health of other permanent teeth. The last teeth to appear are the third molars or “wisdom teeth” at around 
age 17 – 21 years. By age 21, all 32 of the permanent teeth have usually appeared. 

Upper Teeth Erupt Shed

Central incisor 8-12 mos. 6-7 yrs.

Lateral incisor 9-13 mos. 7-8 yrs.

Canine (cuspid) 16-22 mos. 10-12 yrs.

First molar 13-19 mos. 9-11 yrs.

Second molar 25-33 mos. 10-12 yrs.

Lower Teeth Erupt Shed

Second molar 23-31 mos. 10-12 yrs.

First molar 14-18 mos. 9-11 yrs.

Canine (cuspid) 17-23 mos. 9-12 yrs.

Lateral incisor 10-16 mos. 7-8 yrs.

Central incisor 6-10 mos. 6-7 yrs.

PRIMARY TEETH

Development of Human Dentition

Permanent
Teeth

Upper Teeth Erupt
Central incisor 7-8 yrs.

Lateral incisor 8-9 yrs.

Canine (cuspid) 11-12 yrs.

First premolar (first bicuspid) 10-11 yrs.

Second premolar (second bicuspid) 10-12 yrs.

First molar 6-7 yrs.

Second molar 12-13 yrs.

Third molar (wisdom tooth) 17-21 yrs.

Lower Teeth Erupt
Third molar (wisdom tooth) 17-21 yrs.

Second molar 11-13 yrs.

First molar 6-7 yrs.

Second premolar (second bicuspid) 11-12 yrs.

First premolar (first bicuspid) 10-12 yrs.

Canine (cuspid) 9-10 yrs.

Lateral incisor 7-8 yrs.
Central incisor 6-7 yrs.
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Primary Teeth & Permanent Teeth

It is important to protect 
the adult teeth for a 

lifetime by brushing twice 
a day with a fluoride 
toothpaste, cleaning 

between the teeth once 
a day with floss or an 

interdental cleaner, and 
visiting a dentist regularly.

PERMANENT TEETH

Baby teeth are important 
in normal development 
for chewing, speaking 

and appearance. Primary 
teeth may be temporary 
but they need good care 

for many years.


