This is for the next Q and A due to be printed March 8.
Ask Dr. Muir

Question: Dr. Muir, I was watching a T.V. program the other day and it mentioned Oral Cancer Checks and the Velscope. What is a Velscope and should everyone have one done? Robyn M.
Answer:

Over 2 years ago our practice purchased this state-of-the-art device called the Velscope Oral Cancer Screening System. Along with our conventional oral screening exam, which includes looking inside your mouth for any lesions that might be visible to the naked eye and feeling your neck for any suspicious bumps, we can use the Velscope to literally see beneath the surface of the skin to detect potentially dangerous growths we might otherwise have missed. The Velscope exam takes about two minutes as part of a regular hygiene check-up and it is sometimes covered by dental plans.

Oral cancer is one of the few types of cancer that haven’t experienced a significantly reduced mortality rate in the last 30 years. In fact, the number of North Americans developing oral cancer is three times the number who develop cervical cancer. Sadly, one North American dies of oral cancer every hour of every day.

Fortunately, the survival rate for oral cancer discovered at early stages is extremely high. That is why it is so  important that people have an oral cancer screening once a year, or twice a year if you smoke or chew tobacco. And this is also why our office invested in this valuable technology. 

A Velscope works by shining a blue excitation light into the patients oral cavity and looking through the Velscope handpiece. The fluorescence illuminates deep under the tissues. It is painless and requires no rinses or anaesthetic . An area that appears dark under the Velscope is considered suspiscous. The patient would then be referred to an Oral Surgeon for confirmation and / or biopsy.
Please check out our website at www.kelownadentistrydesign.ca  for more information, or call the office to book for this state-of-the-art procedure.

Thanks Colleen

