Word of Mouth
Single Tooth Implant

The next best thing to your own tooth
If you are missing a tooth, there are plenty of reasons
to replace it:
• A gap between your teeth, if obvious when you
smile or speak, is a cosmetic concern.
• Missing teeth may affect your speech.
• Missing a molar might not be noticeable when you talk or smile,
but its absence can affect chewing.
• When a tooth is removed, the biting force on the remaining teeth
begins to compensate for the lost tooth, risking extra pressure
and discomfort on the jaw joints. This may lead to temporary
mandibular disorder, also known as TMD.
• If a missing tooth is not replaced, the surrounding teeth can shift.
Harmful plaque and tartar can collect in new hard-to-reach places.
Over time, this may lead to tooth decay and periodontal disease.
• Bone loss can occur in the region of the missing tooth.
One option for replacing a missing tooth is with a dental implant.
Implants have been used for more than a quarter century. They
are man-made cylinders that are surgically placed in the upper or
lower jaw where they function as a sturdy anchor for replacement
teeth. Implants are made of titanium and other materials that are
compatible with the human body.
An implant looks and feels
like a natural tooth. It fits
securely when you chew
and speak. A single tooth
implant is a freestanding
unit and does not involve
treatment to the adjacent
teeth. If the surrounding
teeth are healthy, they
can remain untouched,
and their strength and
integrity may be maintained. The implant can stabilize your bite and
help prevent problems with the jaw (TMD).
Dr. Hodge treated his first implant patient in 1976 while still in dental
school at UMKC. Our office has treated patients with a wide range of
implant applications, from teenage patients to those in their senior
years. We work as a team with a highly-trained oral surgeon.
Dental implants work; they restore function, confidence and appearance.

Thank you
Thank you for the tremendous
support you show for our office
by your referrals of friends and
family. The Angie’s List reports are
very important to us — thank you
for taking the time to fill them
out. We are very appreciative of
your consideration for our office
as shown by your referrals!

Dr. Jay M. Hodge, DDS
6247 Brookside Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64113
816-523-1444
www.JayHodgeDDS.com

Patient Notes
Long time patient Milt
Strader was a leader

Barb Stuber had her first book, Crossing the
Tracks, published last year by Simon and Schuster.
The novel takes place in the 1920’s in rural Missouri,
and follows the story of 15 year old Iris, who is
somewhat of a teenage hobo. One of the book
reviews states that Iris “cultivated an eccentric cast
of folks into the family she never had.”
Barb weaves a wonderful tale of growth and
adventure. When not writing, Barb is a docent at
the Nelson-Atkins Museum.

Linda Alley has just returned
from Kenya. She was traveling
with a group from the
Heartland Presbytery. They
went to the village of Thwade
to check on the progress of
the area’s first health clinic.
There were 600 patients
waiting to be seen on the
first day. Linda said that the
whole trip was exciting, but
especially the long trip to the small village and the
fact that their bus caught on fire. They eventually
made it and had an unbelievable time. Our office
donated some dental supplies for Linda to take to
the clinic. She brought back some toothpaste from
Kenya to add to our collection - thanks Linda!

Sue Strickler is the 1st violin in the Medical Arts
Symphony, a group formed over 50 years ago.
Members are all in the medical field; Sue was a
medical researcher before she retired. She has been
in the symphony for the last three years. Bach on!

on the local “Mo-Kan”
team to the 2010 U.S.
Transplant Games.
Every year, transplant
patients gather to
compete in various
athletic events. Last
summer they met in
Madison, WI to share in the love of competition
and the love of life. Milt’s sister, Peggy Olsen,
donated a kidney to him in 2004. She was with
Milt and his wife Anne in Madison. Our office was
proud to be a sponsor for Milt and team Mo-Kan!

A junior at Pembroke High School, P.J. Lawhon was
the winner of the National
History Day competition at
the University of Maryland.
His topic was “The Box that
Made the World Smaller”
and is about the container
concept of shipping that is
now universally used. P.J.
wrote “I was intrigued that
such a transformational
innovation could remain
relatively obscure despite its dramatic world wide
impact on people and economies.” Well done P.J.!

On Valentine’s Day, Eli
took time out from his
cleaning appointment to
pose with his sister Kaiya.

Dr. Hodge is
surrounded
by volunteer
assistants.

Your Smile Says It All. Is It One To Remember?
Do you like the color of your teeth, are they
straight? Are your two middle upper front teeth
longer than the adjacent teeth? Are your teeth
free of discolored areas? If your front teeth
have fillings, do they match the color of your
teeth? Are you pleased with the appearance of
the fillings in your back teeth? Are you pleased
with your smile? If you answered “no” to any
of these questions we would be pleased to
discuss smile enhancement options or cosmetic
dentistry.
Bleaching, veneers, and bonding are possible
corrective procedures, depending on the desired
outcome. Bleaching brightens discolored

teeth. Veneers are custom-made shells specially
prepared to make your teeth look natural.
Bonding improves the appearance of your
teeth with the aid of plastic and ceramic resins
painted directly on the tooth.
Professional advice will help you decide if any
of these procedures are the best solution for
you. Please give our office a call to discuss your
options.
Even the most subtle change in your smile can
make a positive difference in the way you look
and feel. When you feel and look good, you
project a confident self image. So make the
most of your smile.

Although a vast number of Americans understand the importance of a good smile,
only half think that their smile makes the grade.
9 out of 10 Americans agree that an attractive smile is an important social asset.
3/4 of Americans agree that an unattractive smile
can hurt a person’s chances for career success.
Only 1/2 of Americans are satisfied with their smile.

92.5%

74%
50%

Brookside History

Digital Xrays

In The Brookside Story, author LaDene Morton
documents J.C. Nichols’ decision to build the
Brookside shopping area, starting with our office
building, which opened in 1920. Nichols felt
“that if a community could offer its residents
everything they would want and need, built to
high standards and plan for future growth, the
community would last.” Last it has - Brookside is
stronger than ever. The book is a fun read and
covers the evolution of the shops and has some
great photos of different eras.

We’re approaching our one year anniversary
with utilizing digital xrays in our office, and we
are still amazed
daily with their
effectiveness. The
benefits include
being able to look
at the image on the
screen in seconds,
and also being
able to manipulate
and enlarge the
picture for a better view of the inside of your
mouth. With less radiation exposure for the
patient and elimination of dark room chemicals,
the digital system has proved to a wonderful
advancement!

There is a nice reference to Dr. Vance
Hodge and his start as a young dentist
in 1934 at age 22. Dr. Jay joined the
practice in 1976 and they worked
together until Vance retired in 1988.
The Brookside Story is available at
Shop Beautiful and the Frame Shop.

Vacation Postcard Contest!
Send us a postcard from your summer vacation.
At the end of the summer we’ll have a drawing.
The winner will receive either 4 Royals tickets
or dinner out for 2 — your choice!
Have you traveled already?
Send a local postcard and tell us where you went.
Not going anywhere this summer?
Send us a postcard and you’re entered in the contest.
Postcards must be received by September 1, 2011.

Good Luck!
Dr. Jay Hodge & Staff

6247 Brookside Boulevard
Kansas City, MO 64113

Dr. Jay M. Hodge, DDS

