Above: Dr. Woehling reports: “In the past two decades, there’s been a great deal of research into the importance and impact of oral health to overall
health. Today, we are finding that toxins and bacterial byproducts from our gums can circulate through the body, causing and aggravating a myriad of
other medical problems.”
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“A

smile is a curve that sets
everything straight,” legendary comedienne Phyllis
Diller once said. Carole Felton of Bala
Cynwyd knows the importance of a
great smile and credits Dr. Edward
Woehling of Bryn Mawr Periodontal
Associates with making hers possible.
“Dr. Woehling had periodontal treatment to do on my gums, and he successfully cured weak pockets and areas that
could have led to serious infections or
tooth loss if allowed to progress,” she
said. “He did an extraordinary job.
Dr. Woehling was gracious and careful
to explain everything he was doing,
inviting questions,” Felton added. “He

clearly wanted me to understand the
procedures he was implementing, and
that they were optimal solutions.”
Since 1979, patients have counted on
Dr. Woehling for exactly that. “I love
the environment, the privilege of being
part of people’s lives in terms of their
health,” he said. Most new patients are
between 40 and 60 years old. “As
you age, you have fewer cavities, but
are prone to more gum problems,”
Dr. Woehling described. “Inflammation
and infection can cause bone problems
leading to tooth loss. Bleeding gums,
puffy gums, receding gums – people
have these problems and don’t even
know it,” he added. “We jokingly say

everyone should come in for a
‘periodontal check-up and tune-up’ over
age 30.”
“Pediatric periodontal care is ever so
important as well,” Dr. Woehling noted.
“We work with all of the local
pediatricians, children’s dentists and
orthodontists on the Main Line. The
word periodontal means around the
tooth, the perimeter,” he explained. “We
are really at the center of the dental and
oral health foundation. We help patients
maintain oral health, and attempt to
retain teeth and function for a lifetime.
The periodontal field encompasses the
technology to replace missing teeth as
well, by replacing the supportive root

structure with titanium pins called
Dental Implants.”
General dentists and other specialists
typically refer patients. “If you had a
gum problem and called many dentists
along the Main Line for a referral, Bryn
Mawr Periodontal would come up
repeatedly,” Dr. Woehling remarked.
“Our excellent practice reputation was
developed on our care, skill, judgment,
hard work, and always being available
and affable.”
After graduating from Exeter
Academy and Bucknell University,
Dr. Woehling attended the School of
Dentistry at Temple University. He
completed his postdoctoral work at
Columbia University to become a
specialist. Ever since, he’s watched
periodontics change. “Periodontal care
and treatment in the past used to be
limited to just cleaning, removing tartar
from the teeth, and adjusting the bite,”
Dr. Woehling said. “In the past two
decades, there’s been a great deal of
research into the importance and impact
of oral health to overall health. Today,
we are finding that toxins and bacterial
byproducts from our gums can circulate
through the body, causing and aggravating a myriad of other medical problems.
Now people are really seeing not just
the value of white and bright teeth, but
they’re seeing the value of dental health
to their overall health,” he observed.
“Inflammation and gum problems are
now taken seriously. An orthopedic

surgeon won’t even replace a knee
without dental clearance because an
oral abscess or infection has the potential to create a problem with healing.”
Dr. Lana Kim works with Dr.
Woehling in their building near Bryn
Mawr Hospital. The South Korea native
earned a dual specialty degree in
periodontics and periodontal prosthesis
from the University of Pennsylvania,
where she also taught and frequently
lectures. “I love that I can improve
someone’s dental problems,” she said.
“My dream is to hit the lottery, so I
don’t have to charge the patients.
Sometimes people don’t get the
treatment they need because of money.
Here we cater to patients,” Dr. Kim
noted. “We care about people. It’s a
very nice thing to see.”
Dr. Jay Laudenbach recently joined
the practice on a part-time basis. Dr.
Laudenbach is an expert in 3-D dental
radiographic imaging, who teaches at
the University of Pennsylvania and has
an office in Center City.
“We’re covering a lot of bases. Each
of us has a little different level of
expertise,” explained Dr. Woehling. For
example, when patients need extra TLC,
he suggests they see Dr. Kim. “People
say my numbing injection is painless
compared to Dr. Woehling’s,” she
joked. “I just tease him. I always
say, ‘I have a small Asian hand,
and he has a big Caucasian hand.’”
In addition to skills and knowl-

Above: General dentists and other specialists typically refer patients to Bryn
Mawr Periodontal. “If you had a gum problem and called many dentists along
the Main Line for a referral, Bryn Mawr Periodontal would come up repeatedly,”
Dr. Woehling explains. “Our excellent practice reputation was developed on our
care, skill, judgment, hard work, and always being available and affable.”

edge, the practice offers leading technology like the Biolase Waterlase® MD,
an $80,000 surgical laser. “Laser-assisted periodontal care is an alternative way
of treating some gum problems that’s
minimally invasive, causes less postoperative pain, and generally offers a
faster healing period,” said Dr.
Woehling. “We embrace technology, but
we’re a little old-fashioned in the way
we treat people,” he emphasized. “We
give patients our cell numbers, personal
email addresses, etc. We don’t hide from
them.
Patients like Carole Felton appreciate
that “Dr. Woehling and his associates
really offer state-of-the-art procedures,
techniques and equipment that, as a
patient, you feel safe and trust that you
are getting the best care available
anywhere,” she stressed.
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