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Fall Is Here!
It is definitely my favorite time of the year. What a great time for Periodontics!
In this issue of EOP notes I am going to cover sinus augmentation. Sinus
augmentation is often needed in order to get adequate height for implant
placement in the posterior maxilla.
In order to perform sinus augmentation, a 3D cone beam scan is performed.
That scan is then sent to a radiologist and the health of the sinus is evaluated. It
is important that the osteomeatal complex is patent, and that there is no sign of
pathology in the sinus.
The surgery involves making incisions, reflecting a full thickness flap, and a
lateral window is prepared. The membrane is then reflected and the sinus is
grafted utilizing xenograft. A membrane is then placed over the bone. The graft
is usually required to heal for at least six months. Without this procedure,
implant therapy would not be possible in a lot of implant cases in the posterior
maxilla, especially if the teeth have been missing for a significant amount
of time.
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Case Study
Tooth #’s 14 and #15 were deemed hopeless and the teeth were extracted. The extraction sites were
allowed to heal for 6 weeks. Sinus augmentation was performed. The sinus graft was allowed to heal
6 months and then the implants were placed. The implants were then allowed to heal for 6 months.
The implants were then restored with abutments and pfm cement retained restorations.
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Services

Offered By Eastern Oklahoma Periodontics
• Implant placement
• Hard and soft tissue grafting
which includes implant site preparation
• Cosmetic periodontics
• Treatment of periodontal disease
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